Syston 
12pts

v 
Newport
27pts
Having enjoyed a week’s break which gave several players the chance to recover from niggling injuries Newport made their second trip into Leicestershire to take on newly promoted Syston who have made an encouraging start to their campaign at this level.

The nightmare performance at South Leicester several weeks ago was still fresh in the mind and Newport were keen to build on their display against Rugby Lions so a good start was essential to settle the nerves.

There was little to choose between the two sides in the early exchanges and it was 19 minutes before Newport took the lead with a fine try from Fredericks after some good phases from the pack had sucked in the home team’s defence. Perry’s conversion gave Newport a seven point advantage.

The hosts came roaring back, however, and after a poor clearance to touch by Newport they took the lineout and drove over for the simplest of tries. The missed conversion left Newport in front but this was short lived as almost immediately Syston were back in the Newport 22 and from a quick tap penalty fifteen metres out Syston’s lively scrum half scampered over virtually untouched. The simplest of conversions gave Syston the lead at 12-7.

A Perry penalty just before the break reduced the arrears and Newport did well to hold out the hosts in the final minutes of the half when they were subjected to intense pressure.

Taylor had replaced the injured Jake Goulson and made an immediate impact when he took a clean catch from the restart and made headway down the vacant touchline before feeding Sam Foskett who brushed off three defenders in a swashbuckling 60 metre sprint to the line for an outstanding score. Perry’s conversion attempt struck the post but Newport were now in the ascendency at 12-15.

Newport were playing some outstanding rugby but were prone to over-elaborate on occasions but after a series of good drives from Joe Tucker and Michael Woodhouse a switch pass put skipper Neil Weston through the gap to touchdown in dramatic style. Perry’s conversion made it 12-22 and the match was secured.

As the game entered it’s final stages Newport went all out for the bonus point score and it came after a prolonged period of pressure when at first Buttery thought he had scored but the marauding Newport pack were on hand to secure possession and Michael Woodhouse plunged over for the fourth try. Perry’s conversion attempt went wide but Newport had secured an outstanding away victory by 12-27.

Another outstanding team performance that augurs well for the tough fixtures that await going into the pre-Christmas schedule.
