Newport 
18pts

v 
Dudley Kingswinford
27pts
Dudley Kingswinford paid their first visit to Forton Road for several years after their unbeaten promotion campaign last season and came away with the spoils after a resounding second half comeback. Newport will rue their inability to turn pressure and possession into more points after an excellent first half showing.
Newport started well and were ahead after just four minutes when Perry converted a penalty to give them a 3-Nil advantage. They continued to press but couldn’t find a cutting edge to beat the visitors defence but ball retention was excellent and monopolising possession prevented Dudley from launching their dangerous looking back division.

It was twenty nine minutes before Dudley were able to string some meaningful phases together that eventually saw the ball moved to the right where ex-Newport winger Duncan Chance brushed off a weak tackle and sprinted through to score a fine try by the posts, the simple conversion making it 3-7.
Newport hit back almost immediately when, after working their way into the Dudley 22, Fredericks broke through two tackles and strode away from the cover defence to restore Newport’s lead, Perry tacking on the conversion to make it 10-7.

Just before the break Dudley were penalised just inside their own half and full back Holder stepped up and rifled over an excellent long range penalty to make it 13-7 at the interval.

An excellent half up the slope gave Newport confidence that they could complete the job but a below par second half performance let Dudley back into it and in the end complete a deserved victory. Too often they lost ball coming into contact in key positions and were slow to get back and cover some excellent kicking from the visitors that put them into good field positions from which to launch attacks.

The second half had barely begun before a Newport attack was intercepted on half way and the chip and chase was collected by Dudley and the converted try gave them a one point advantage. Three minutes later there was worse to come as Dudley declined a kick at goal and put the ball into the corner and after a number of forward drives forced their way over for another try which, fortunately for Newport, went unconverted and left them just the one score behind at 13-19. Mid way through the half Dudley added a penalty to put them out of range.
With eleven minutes remaining the visitors collected the bonus point try when again Newport were slow to respond to a kick through, being forced to concede a penalty which was taken quickly and moved to the left for a simple try that was converted to make it 13-27.

There was just time for Newport to try and secure a losing bonus point but when Goulson broke through there was no-one up in support and the move broke down but right on full time following a yellow card to the visitors Holder crashed over in the corner but Perry’s difficult conversion attempt drifted wide and Newport were left with nothing to show for their afternoon’s efforts.
