South Leicester 
48pts

v 
Newport
5pts
They say a week is a long time in any sport and so it proved last Saturday when Newport travelled to sunny Wigston and were completely outplayed in every facet of the game by a team who were denied promotion last year by virtue of losses home and away to the Shropshire outfit. Gone was the intensity and commitment of last week’s victory at Malvern and in its place an error ridden, lacklustre effort where Newport were a whispering shadow of their former selves!
Newport were soon under the cosh and struggling to contain the physically superior South pack and it was no surprise when they conceded a try in the corner. The excellent conversion followed by a penalty shortly afterwards saw Newport 10-nil down after just seven minutes. 

Having anticipated a tough challenge up front Newport had opted for three forward replacements so when influential skipper and centre Neil Weston was forced to retire after eleven minutes the ensuing confusion was clear for all to see as forwards were asked to fill unfamiliar positions.
Ironically the next twenty minute period was probably Newport’s best of the day as they defended resolutely against the constant onslaught from South’s marauding forwards. They looked like surviving until the break but when Sikanen was dispatched to the sin bin the home side made good progress with a catch and drive and then released the backs to take advantage of the extra man and cross by the posts to score. A further converted try after a quick tap made it 24-nil at the break and effectively game over.
Despite having the benefit of the elements in the second half Newport still conceded the lion’s share of possession and South were able to dominate territorially and gave the crowd an entertaining display of their training ground routines which produced a number of good scores. Their dominance was highlighted when they were able to score a long distance try despite having two players in the sin bin.

Newport were unable to put together any meaningful phases of play and it looked as though they would be “shutout” for the first time in many years before Fredericks eventually took advantage of a hole in the hosts defence to crash over to give them their only consolation of the day.

The final score of 48-5 was a true reflection of the two team’s performances on the day but thankfully we know Newport can play much better than this and in the words of the pundits suffered “a very bad day at the office”
Things don’t get any easier as next Saturday Rugby Lions arrive at Forton Road with their multi-millionaire backer, World Cup winning Coach Neil Back, England 7’s star Ben Gollings and a fully professional playing squad – yes coming to Newport! Don’t miss it!
