Scunthorpe

  22pts
v 
Newport
18pts
Newport headed north to Scunthorpe in confident mood as they tried to extend their winning sequence to six matches. Unfortunately Fredericks, Wells and Kaleta were all forced to miss the match, depleting the pack that had done so well in recent weeks.
Nevertheless Newport made a decent fist of it in what became an exciting contest especially in the last quarter when the visitors may have taken the spoils.

Newport started brightly but were unable to turn their pressure into points largely through poor handling and turning over possession with poor contact skills which proved to be a feature of Newport’s first half. It wasn’t too long before Scunthorpe worked their way upfield and crossed in the corner to give them a 5-nil advantage. Newport’s half was perhaps summed up when from a quick tap in a dangerous position the first pass was knocked on!
Perry pulled a penalty wide on twenty one minutes and then Newport were fortunate not to concede a second try when desperate defence brought a relieving penalty to touch following a double grounding. Scunthorpe extended their lead when a clever reverse chip to the blind side saw the ever-dangerous Vaimoso re-gather and cross unopposed, the simple conversion giving Scunthorpe a 12-nil lead. Perry had a chance to put Newport on the board but pulled his second penalty attempt narrowly wide leaving it 12-nil at the interval.

Holder had replaced the injured Curgenven causing a re-shuffle amongst the backs and he immediately slotted over an excellent penalty from half way to open Newport’s account. Newport were gradually working their way back into the game and were slightly unfortunate when a pass putting Clymer clean through was adjudged to be forward. Shortly after Holder kicked a second long range penalty after the home pack was penalised for collapsing.

Having got themselves back into the game 12-6 soon became 19-6 when a quick tap caught the defence napping and that man Vaimoso forced his way over for a converted try. With twenty minutes remaining Kelly stole a Scunthorpe throw in and Newport powered down the blindside before Foskett scored a fine try brushing off three tacklers, Holder’s excellent conversion making it 19-13.
Desperate defence then kept out the home side before Kelly entered from the side and was despatched to the sin bin but Perry made a beautiful break out of his own 22 to within sight of the Scunthorpe line but a knock on ensued to relieve the danger.

Eight minutes from time Carpenter wriggled out of a tackle and fed the supporting Holder who drew the final defender before putting Foskett in for his second try. Holder had the chance to put Newport ahead for the first time but dragged the difficult conversion attempt across the face of the posts.

Four minutes remaining and Newport were caught offside giving Scunthorpe the chance to convert the resultant penalty and move ahead 22-18. Newport had one final chance to steal it but their final play of the game was repulsed leaving the final score at 22-18.
