Old Northamptonians
   15pts
v 
Newport
34pts
Newport made it four wins on the trot with this important win against relegation threatened opposition. In the end it was a convincing victory but was anything but comfortable especially in the first half as the hosts strove manfully to get the win that would help in their attempts to retain their National League status.

The visitors started strongly and although dominant could not penetrate the home defence and were kept at distance despite monopolising possession and getting the benefit of the penalty count. The deadlock was broken in the twelfth minute after Fredericks had been collared just short and the ball was re-cycled to the left giving Clymer enough space to sprint in at the corner.
ON’s eventually gained some field position and after Newport had withstood two five metre scrums the ball was worked to the blind side where they crashed over in the corner, the excellent conversion giving them the lead at 7-5. This was soon extended to 10-5 when Newport were penalised for holding on in front of their own posts.

Newport were soon back on level terms when Fredericks broke from the base of a scrum thirty metres out and after breaking the first tackle sprinted clear to score. Right on half time ON’s worked their way to the Newport line and again managed to squeeze over for a try in the left hand corner making it 15-10 at the interval.

ON’s had a chance to extend their lead early in the second half but the kick was badly scuffed and Newport took advantage by working their way downfield resulting in a penalty which Perry converted to bring it back to 15-13. Nine minutes into the half saw the turning point of the match when ON’s second row forward having punched Kaleta whilst on the ground followed this up with a disgraceful stamp on the same player. Having seen the first crime, but not the second, the referee was only able to produce a yellow rather than what should have been a red card.
Almost immediately Newport made their advantage count, Taylor breaking free to send in Curgenven for the try which Perry converted to make it 15-20. With ON’s still a man down Newport opted for a scrum rather than a kick at goal and after two scrums had been collapsed the referee lost patience and awarded the penalty try also  producing the bonus point, Perry’s simple conversion stretching the score to 15-27.
Restored to fifteen ON’s made several inroads into the Newport half but these were  having to be launched from long distance which allowed Newport’s excellent cover defence to negate the danger. With four minutes remaining Fredericks, Carpenter and Taylor all combined before the latter produced a neat inside pass for Kelly to score the final try of the match. Perry’s conversion making the final score 15-34.

In summary, a sloppy first half performance but got their act together in the second! Newport could easily have reacted badly to the stamping incident so it was also a prime example of how keeping your discipline at difficult times can produce its rewards in the scoreline.
The two form teams of the Division meet next Saturday at Forton Road when Longton with five wins on the trot are the visitors.
