Newport 

21pts

v 
South Leicester
15pts
Back in October everything that could go wrong did go wrong and Newport found themselves on the end of a 40 point drubbing. Early signs indicated they were in for a repeat when two players were injured in the warm up followed by Chris Perry’s withdrawal after just seven minutes. 
Newport’s kick off saw them fail to nail the catcher and the visiting winger went on a mazy run that took them deep into the Newport 22 but thankfully the danger was cleared. On eleven minutes a long Newport clearance was run back at them and after linking up with support runners South crossed for a try wide out right, an excellent conversion giving the visitors a seven point advantage.
Tanumi had moved up from full back to replace Perry at fly half and reduced the deficit when converting a penalty on seventeen minutes and tacked on another when Souths infringed again five minutes later. The visitors strayed offside after twenty six minutes and Tanumi, who had probably his best game since returning to the fold, put Newport in front 9-7 with his third well struck penalty.

Newport came straight back and Clymer scored what appeared to be an excellent try before being brought back to half way for a foot in touch. Cruelly, Newport were punished almost immediately when South took the resultant lineout, broke the defensive line and crossed for a try which went unconverted giving them an unlikely three point advantage at half time having played against the elements.

South had played really well in the first half and could be forgiven for thinking they had done the hard work but Newport are made of sterner stuff these days and produced a second half display of outstanding quality. Even when the visitors extended their lead with an early penalty Foskett made a typical swashbuckling break out of defence to lift Newport spirits.
The visitors survived a ten minute period down to fourteen but after sixty five minutes after Newport had made good progress down the right hand side the pack went through the phases before Woodhouse found himself in a bit of space and just like a locomotive pulling its trailer he hauled himself over the line with defenders hanging on for a great try. Tanumi converted to give them a one point lead at 16-15 but there was still fifteen minutes left to survive. Newport were well on top as South just couldn’t get themselves out of their own half and after constant pressure Carpenter extended the lead to 21-15 when he wriggled out of two tackles to score.

Two minutes remained when Tanumi missed a penalty attempt that would have sealed it and South came storming into Newport territory only to be denied by some stout Newport defence that eventually forced the knock on bringing proceedings to a close.
This result takes Newport up to fourth position and probably scuppers South Leiceter’s hopes of securing a play-off spot. The pack must take great credit as they have now learnt to maintain possession, be patient and go through the phases whereas a few months ago ball was being turned over trying to force the play. Difficult to single out players but Taylor, Carpenter, Doignie, Woodhouse, Kelly and Tanumi probably the pick.
