Newport 
27pts

v 
Scunthorpe

48pts
Scunthorpe arrived at Forton Road full of confidence after their 66-13 demolition of Malvern the previous week and their high octane, high risk style of play proved too much for Newport on the day.

Newport elected to play up the slope and into a stiff breeze and were determined not to be sucked into a loose, open game favoured by the visitors but their plans were in tatters as Scunthorpe started emphatically registering two converted tries in the first nine minutes before Perry was able to reduce the arrears with a penalty after their first sortie into the visitors half.
Midway through the half Scunthorpe restored their fourteen point advantage after a Newport player had transgressed at the breakdown. Newport gave themselves some hope when after a period of sustained forward pressure and a good advantage played by the referee Newport spun the ball right allowing Clymer to put Buttery in under the posts after rounding the defence. Perry’s conversion made it 10-17 and five minutes before the break Perry struck an excellent long range penalty to bring it even closer at 13-17.

Unfortunately Newport could not prevent another Scunthorpe score before half time as after a number of powerful phases of play they eventually worked the ball to the right and crossed in the corner to make it 13-22 at the break.
Newport needed the first score of the second period if they were going to get back into the match but after a chip through by the visitors on half way a rather fortuitous bounce saw the ball evade three Newport defenders and drop kindly into the arms of the chasing Scunthorpe wingman who sprinted in under the posts from forty metres, the simple conversion taking the score to 13-29.

Three minutes later Newport revived their hopes when Gore fed skipper Weston who jinked through to score by the posts and Perry converted bringing the score even closer at 20-29.

Shortly after this a seemingly harmless kick from Perry deep into Scunthorpe territory produced another try for Buttery when he intercepted after the visitors had tried to run it back. Perry converted to make it 27-29 and Newport were re-energised but after Scunthorpe made their way into home territory with some strong forward drives another chip through bounced rather kindly and they were in at the corner for a try to extend their lead to seven points at 27-34.

With just nine minutes remaining Scunthorpe at last made the game safe when a blind side break from the scrum put the wingman in again after a neat reverse inside pass, the conversion making it 27-41.

With one last throw of the dice Newport gambled all in trying to snatch another converted try which would have yielded two bonus points but Scunthorpe hacked clear and a good chase saw the ball re-gathered and a try under the posts which was converted to make it 27-48 at the final whistle, a result that saw Newport fall dangerously close to the drop zone in tenth position.
