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Newport entertained the big spending aristocrats of National 3 Midlands last Saturday and the team to a man produced a performance that both the rugby club and the town can be proud of. True, they didn’t spring the upset that dreams are made of, but the statistics speak for themselves as Newport restricted the visitors to their lowest points total and the lowest winning margin of their all conquering season to date.

There was a huge crowd at Forton Road that was strangely silent in the early stages of the game as the expected floodgates failed to open! Instead it was Newport who dominated the early stages and monopolised both possession and territory coming down the slope but into a fairly stiff breeze.

Tactics were spot on as Newport kept it tight. Running ball wide would have proved suicidal against opponents who have already established their credentials as an outstanding team on the counter attack. This was harshly demonstrated after nine minutes when after absorbing everything that Newport could throw at them they turned over possession and spun the ball to the right,  supporting in numbers and at pace to produce an excellent score, the conversion giving them a seven point lead.
It was a similar story on eighteen minutes when another incisive move down the right produced a copy cat try very similar in its making to the first, the conversion extending the lead to fourteen.

Newport came back strongly and produced a number of good drives through Fredericks, Kaleta and Townsend but to no avail as their efforts were repulsed by a strong visitors defence. They did well to keep out a further Lions score before the interval turning round at Nil-14.

A great start to the second period saw Fredericks make a telling break supported by the returning Tunami but he just failed to get his pass away that may have produced a score. They didn’t have to wait long, however, as Perry slotted a penalty to register Newport’s first points but Lions replied almost immediately with their third converted try after a neat scissors move between Ben Gollings, England 7’s legend and Leigh Hinton, a recently capped Barbarian to make it 3-21.
Lions secured the all important bonus point when the League’s leading try scorer Ade Hales evaded two desperate tackles to cross in the left hand corner. Although Newport hit back with a second Perry penalty the last fifteen minutes saw them on the defensive managing to deny the Lions any further points before the final whistle sounded giving a 6-26 score line.

Difficult to pick out names in an outstanding team defensive effort but Duncan Kelly probably had his best game in a Newport shirt and Phil Kaleta led the side admirably in the absence of skipper Neil Weston and vice captain Chris Taylor. Again Fredericks was outstanding and half backs Gore and Perry coped well in the face of Gollings and his attacking tricks.

Congratulations are due to all involved in producing an outstanding effort against a team littered with full time professionals.

