Newport 
18pts

v 
Old Northamptonians
6pts
After a poor showing at Mansfield last week the Management team took something of a gamble in midweek when they agreed to a match against the RAF on Wednesday. Whilst proving useful in addressing several shortcomings it looked to have back-fired when several players were forced to withdraw through injury and skipper Neil Weston and experienced lock Michael Woodhouse took the field carrying knocks.
The players on duty put in a much stronger and determined performance to come away with a hard earned victory but by the end had a handful of players in the treatment room making them severe doubts for next week’s tough trip to Longton.

The visitors made a promising start and were soon a penalty to the good after two minutes plus they were having the bulk of the territorial advantage but without  breaking Newport’s defensive line. A second penalty on 17 minutes stretched their lead to six points before Chris Perry reduced the arrears with a penalty of his own to bring it back to 3-6. Newport lost Nick Townsend who has played well in his four games to date shortly afterwards to be replaced by the terrier like Luke Kendall.
Two opportunities were wasted by Newport before the break when they failed to win their own lineout ball 5 metres out from the visitor’s line after good kicks to the corner by Perry leaving the half time score at 3-6.

The second period began with ON’s forcing Newport back up the slope with long ranging kicks but the visitors were unable to take advantage. It was a feature of the game that both sides seemed able to disrupt their opponent’s set piece which made it difficult for either side to build up any phases of concerted pressure. 

Newport were having more and more of the play and after Perry had missed a fairly easy kick that would have brought the scores level Clymer made a typical break out wide that saw him cross in the corner but was ruled to be in touch by the ON’s linesman, a decision that was at best dubious, at worst outright cheating!

Two yellow cards for a bout of fisticuffs followed by another for an ON’s persistent offender gave Newport the advantage and Carpenter was soon picking up from a 5 metre scrum to score and give Newport the lead for the first time at 8-6. Perry’s second penalty gave Newport breathing space at 11-6 with just six minutes left.
Shortly afterwards a number of forward drives allowed Newport to put the ball down the line where Clymer was on hand to stretch over for the second try and deny the visitors a bonus point in the process. Perry’s conversion from wide out left made the final score 18-6.
There were signs of improvement in this performance that augurs well for the tough challenges to come. Jimmy Gore gave an impressive showing at scrum half, Chris Perry, after a difficult debut at Mansfield, was excellent all round showing good general game management and kicking skills. Out wide Newport always looked dangerous when Rob Clymer got the ball and in the pack Carpenter was his usual ebullient self and Michael Woodhouse put in an outstanding performance despite his troublesome muscle problem.
