Newport 

25pts

v 
Mansfield
3pts
League rugby resumed after the Christmas and New Year festivities with Mansfield making their first ever visit to Forton Road. Having been well beaten in Nottinghamshire early in the season Newport were keen to avenge that defeat and make a good start to 2012. The gale force wind made life difficult for all concerned but Newport adapted the better and were well worth their victory. 
Skipper Neil Weston has been ruled out for the rest of the season with a shoulder injury so Chris Taylor continued as captain and Sam Egerton made a welcome appearance at full back following his winning display for Oxford in the Varsity Match at Twickenham. There was also a return to action for a fully fit Joe Carpenter whose appearances have been limited so far this season due a number of niggling injuries.

It was Egerton who made a couple of incisive breaks early on when running back Mansfield kicks, the second of which resulted in him linking up with Curgenven who in turn put Clymer away to score in the corner after just three minutes. Newport were playing up the slope and into the fierce gale making Perry’s touchline conversion attempt virtually impossible. Mansfield soon responded and a long range penalty reduced the arrears to 5-3 after six minutes.

Newport were dominating most of the proceedings but found little joy in the lineout where Mansfield dictated for most of the afternoon. A good period of Newport pressure saw Perry tack on a penalty from in front of the posts to make it 8-3. Mansfield appeared to have survived a spell when they were down to 14 men following a yellow card but as they looked to launch an attack from halfway the ball was fumbled, Carpenter snapped up the loose ball and bulldozed his way through a couple of tackles before off-loading to Clymer who sprinted clear and under the posts for his second try, Perry’s conversion taking the score to 15-3 at the interval.
Mansfield turned round into the gale and started the second half well but they could make little inroad against a formidable Newport defence. Another yellow followed for Mansfield and Perry added the resultant penalty to make it 18-3 after fifty minutes.

The visitors retained possession in excellent fashion but lacked a cutting edge to penetrate a Newport defence that has now conceded just the one try in their last three outings. In the fifty ninth minute Perry launched a huge kick from his own 22 that took Newport to within touching distance of the Mansfield line and after Woodhouse had been held up, Taylor scored from a textbook pushover try leaving the Mansfield scrummage in tatters. Perry added the conversion to make it 25-3 and guarantee the victory.
All that remained now was for Newport to claim a bonus point with a fourth try but their efforts proved in vain as Mansfield fought hard to claim a consolation try of their own but as they pummelled the Newport line the home side’s defence held firm under enormous pressure leaving the final score at 25-3.
This victory, their third on the bounce, takes Newport thirteen points clear of the drop zone but another important clash looms next week with the trip to Old Northamptonians who currently occupy one of the relegation spots.
