Newport 
36pts

v 
Manchester

9pts
Newport welcomed Manchester to Forton Road for the very first time and secured an important bonus point victory to kick start their season. 

Manchester have endured a torrid time over the last few seasons having been forced to withdraw from the dizzy heights of professional rugby and suffering two seasons without a win and successive relegations in the process. To add insult to injury they found themselves level transferred into the unfamiliar climes of National 3 Midlands and are already struggling.

Joe Carpenter, Sam Egerton, Aly Little and Duncan Kelly all returned to first team action to strengthen the starting line up and more importantly allowed Rob Clymer to revert to his preferred outside centre position where he is far more effective.

Newport opted to play up the slope in the first half and having survived a lively Manchester opening soon worked their way into opposition territory and created the position to force an infringement by the visitors allowing Jamie Simpson to open the scoring with a penalty. Newport may have been guilty of thinking the afternoon’s encounter was going to be far too easy but before long Manchester took an unexpected lead after converting a penalty, landing an opportunist drop goal from a poor clearance and then adding another penalty following a Newport indiscretion at the breakdown.
Newport found themselves 9-3 down and had seen influential Number 8 Chris Taylor depart to hospital with what appeared to be a fairly serious shoulder injury, probably a dislocation, that will keep him out for the foreseeable future. He was replaced by Michael Woodhouse who gave much needed beef up front.

Newport were only behind for a matter of minutes before Carpenter broke the defensive line and fed Clymer who sprinted over by the posts giving Simpson the simplest of conversions and a 10-9 lead. Seven minutes later it was Clymer again who chipped through and gathered his own kick to go over for his second try, Simpson again converting to make it 17-9
Manchester were now reeling and two injuries and subsequent substitutions did not help their cause. Tom Westwood, having made a somewhat nervous debut last week at Hereford, was much more assured this time around and made a telling break just before the interval putting Clymer in for his hat-trick to make it 22-9 at half time.

Newport secured the bonus point early in the second half when Westwood latched on to the ball 35 metres out to scamper over after a Manchester attack had broken down, Simpson adding the extras to make it 29-9.

The heavens opened and the crowd scampered for cover but in fairness Newport’s contact skills were poor and Manchester stuck to their defensive duties with some resolve and it was only with the last play of the game that Carpenter weaved his way over under the posts for Little to convert giving a final score of 36-9.
