Newport 

31pts

v 

Longton
26pts
Both teams entered the fray in a rich vein of form, Newport having won four games on the trot and their near neighbours Longton having put together a string of five successive victories. It was howling a gale up at Forton Road which did not bode well for hopes of an entertaining contest. How wrong you can be! End to end stuff and eight tries later everyone was applauding what proved to be a cracking encounter.
It looked like it was going to be a difficult afternoon when the visitors, choosing to play up the slope and into the wind, bossed the early exchanges but after seven minutes Newport worked their way into Longton territory and after Gore made a cheeky little break he fed the supporting Fredericks who scampered clear for a great opening try, Perry’s conversion making it 7-0.

Not to be outdone Longton were soon putting pressure on in the Newport danger zone and after winning turnover ball it was moved quickly to the right for a try in the corner which was excellently converted bringing the scores level. Perry pushed Newport back in front with a penalty after Longton were caught offside and then on twenty nine minutes Taylor’s hit in midfield caused a Longton attack to break down and after being hacked on Clymer was on hand to take advantage of a kind bounce and sprint over by the posts, Perry’s conversion stretching the lead to 17-7.

Just as it looked like Newport would turn round with just the ten point advantage, a good piece of interplay between Clymer and Tanumi was thwarted ten metres out but from the havoc created Newport went through the phases and eventually Fredericks brushed off the final defender and crashed over in the corner. Perry’s excellent conversion gave Newport a very healthy 24-7 interval lead.

The opening score of the second period was going to be crucial and it went to the visitors when Newport were slow to organise themselves defensively and Longton crossed for a converted try to bring them right back into it at 24-14. On fifty four minutes Newport grabbed a fourth bonus point try when after retaining possession phase after phase the ball was released ten metres from Longton’s line where Wells, Clymer and Foskett combined before putting Carpenter in for the try, Perry’s conversion putting Newport 31-14 in front and surely confirming victory.

Longton had other ideas, however, and after exerting considerable pressure worked their way over for their third try leaving the Newport defence appealing in vain that the scoring pass went forward. A yellow card followed for Longton and Clymer almost scored from seventy metres out before a last ditch ankle tap caused him to stumble. Kirby was then despatched to the sin bin to even things up and when Longton forced their way over for a fourth converted try to bring it back to 31-26 Newport had to endure a nervous last two minutes but they were fortunate enough to secure possession from the restart and run the clock down for an excellent victory.
This was an awesome team performance but as always the foundations have to be laid by the pack and they are starting to become a serious unit after three games unchanged. Newport head north for the long trip to Scunthorpe next Saturday before the mouth watering prospect of three consecutive home games that follow.
