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After the woeful showing at Broadstreet last Saturday the Newport faithful arrived to find several enforced changes to the team selected in the programme and feared worse was to come as they entertained Hinckley, relegated from National 2 last year and sitting comfortably in the top half of the table.

What followed beggared belief as Newport turned in their best performance of the season to produce a seven try demolition of their visitors from Leicestershire.

Newport were going up the slope into a stiff breeze and were content to deny possession and territory to opponents who were renowned for their formidable pack. Stalemate ensued for the opening exchanges before Holder slotted a penalty after fourteen minutes following a sin-binning for the visitors.
Five minutes later another card followed for persistent infringement and Hinckley were reduced to thirteen. Newport were quick to take advantage as the pack drove forward against depleted numbers and skipper Taylor picked up at the base of the scrum and forced his way over for the opening try with Holder tacking on the conversion. Moments later Fredericks stripped the ball out from a Hinckley attack and the ball was moved left for Clymer to outstrip the cover and race in from forty metres for the second try - 15-nil after twenty five minutes.

Despite their numerical disadvantage Hinckley got their first points on the board from a penalty but just before the break a well rehearsed lineout move saw enough space created for Karena to plunge over in the corner. From the restart Curgenven and Clymer combined in midfield to put Fredericks through the gap and he was able to sprint clear for the fourth and bonus point try to make it 25-3 at the interval.

With slope and wind in their favour and the bonus point already secured all that was required was to play sensible rugby in their opponents half and this paid off when seven minutes into the second period Clymer chipped through twenty metres out and re-gathered to score putting any thoughts of a Hinckley revival out of the question. Holder was out of sorts with his kicking and handed over to Perry who slotted a penalty to extend the lead to 33-3.

Hinckley had been denied possession for most of the afternoon but with ten minutes remaining managed to force their way over in the corner after a sustained period of pressure. It proved to be only a moment of respite as Fredericks picked up from the base of a scrum forty five metres out and brushed off several defenders on his way to an outstanding individual score, Perry tacking on the conversion to make it 40-8.
As the game moved into injury time a neat reverse pass from Perry put Clymer in for his hat-trick and Perry’s conversion completed the scoring to make it 47-8 at the final whistle.

For once everything clicked on the day and Gore, Fredericks, Clymer, Kaleta and Wells were probably the pick of an outstanding team performance with special mention to Craig Ingram, last year’s retired skipper who returned to anchor the scrum and set the platform for all that was to come.
