Mansfield RUFC 31 v Newport Salop RUFC 5

An accident on the A38 meant that the fishes didn’t arrive at National 3 Midlands newbie’s Mansfield until 3pm. A rearranged kick off time of 3.30pm meant rather a rush for the players before kick off, not ideal preparation for what was always going to be a tough match. Starting at a snails pace is the only way of describing the first half and the home side soon found themselves in the driving seat. Getting the basics right worked well for the new boys giving the experienced National 3 team several lessons early on.

It was clear from the outset that Mansfield are settling well to higher level rugby and where not going to give Newport any respect. They grabbed this contest by the scruff of the neck and took full advantage whilst Newport were still trying to shake off the long coach journey. Although the fishes defended well in the early exchanges they were under constant pressure from the home sides strong back row sniping and tapping penalties quickly keeping the Forton Road boys on their toes and tight to the breakdown.

The pressure finally told after just 14 minutes when a scrum outside the Mansfield 22 saw the home sides talented number 8 pick up from the base and start a 60 metre move that was quite brilliant in its simplicity. The back rower drew the defence close in and snapped a pass out to the Scrum Half who in turn drew his man perfectly to feed the pacey winger who sprinted the last 30 metres to cross the line unmolested. The score stayed at 5-0 as the visitors only luck of the day was that the fly half had forgotten his kicking boots and missed the conversation.

What happened next really was a joy to watch for the home side. From the restart the Mansfield centre caught the ball and set off blundering his way through the entire Newport pack. Emerging from the daylight beyond, he found support on his shoulder and several nicely timed offloads resulted in the fishes again finding themselves licking their wounds underneath their own posts. Another narrow miss kept the score at 10 nil.

Newport were clearly reeling from the early onslaught, that said, they never looked like rolling over and indeed had the best of the next period with several scathing attacks of their own. However, they where unable to produce any points. The home side keen to maintain their dominance kept the scoreboard ticking over with a well executed drop goal after 32 minutes to extend the lead to 13 points.

Failing to learn from earlier mistakes Mansfield’s talented Number 8 again picked up from the base of the scrum and poor, almost lazy tackling efforts allowed a further break again resulting in a well executed score from the home side. Newport managed to produce an impressive onslaught from this with the forwards breaking out in defiance. Three smart passes and they were in scoring territory when a knock on brought a promising attack to a disappointing end. On the stroke of half time the feeling of déjà vu was starting to look more like Groundhog Day as the home sides 8 yet again broke from the base with his Scrum Half and constant shadow of support on hand to take the next phase and cross the line which earned a bonus point, and brought the half time score to 23 nil.

Duncan Kelly was replaced by Tim Hocking at the break.

Mansfield continued the second half where they left off by keeping the pressure on and the home sides’ fly half manufactured another sweetly struck drop goal resulting in a 26 point lead. As the half progressed though it became clear that Newport had shaken the journey and delay off and were now looking like the side that enjoyed a 30 point win the week before.
Following an unfortunate injury to Newport’s winger Tom Westwood, Matt Curgenven took to the field with a point to prove and saw a reshuffle in the backline. After 25 minutes the pressure told and following a couple of near misses they won a penalty and moved the ball swiftly out wide to score in the corner which bought Newport’s only score of the game from Matt Curgenven. Jamie Simpson was unable to add the extras. This was scant reward for their efforts because in many ways the half belonged to the fishes and it was only resolute home defence that kept them at bay.

Newport did not help their cause by losing flanker Luke Kendal to the Sin Bin after an error strewn and undisciplined match from the entire team. Phil Rogers took a blow which bought a welcome return out of retirement of former captain Craig Ingram. A quick line out from the home side went onto feed the rapid winger who went over in the corner for the final score of what was a highly disappointing performance from the fishes. The final result of 31 – 5 was testament to the drive and huger of Mansfield for the win and disappointing and at times lacklustre effort from the fishes.  
Undoubtedly it was unfortunate for the Forton Road men as the late arrival clearly had an impact on the early stages of the game and Mansfield had certainly taken full advantage of that. Mansfield are definitely a spirited and highly promising team and the fishes will look forward to showing them exactly what they’re made of on the return visit. 
