Manchester

3pts

v 
Newport
22pts
Snowstorms and a gridlocked M6 contrived to upset Newport’s journey to Manchester last Saturday as players and spectators alike sat in traffic watching the clock tick by. A delayed kick off on a quagmire of a pitch eventually saw Newport come away with an important victory that put another nail in the struggling Manchester coffin. Suffice to say that given the conditions and an over-pedantic referee this was not a classic!

Despite dominating throughout Newport could not put together enough phases of play nor exert enough territorial pressure to play their natural open style of play that demolished Hinckley the previous weekend. Time after time moves broke down through poor passing or over elaborate play when it was clear for all to see that it was a day for sticking it up your jumper and driving hard and straight by the forwards.
It was no surprise that the game’s only try came from an error and Newport can be thankful for an exemplary kicking display from full back Liam Holder who landed six goals from seven attempts, his only miss coming when hitting the post, and this despite awful conditions underfoot. 
Newport took an early lead when Holder converted his first penalty but a resilient Manchester hit back on twenty one minutes to level it with a penalty of their own. The visitors tried hard to break the home defence but despite their problems Manchester play with a lot of spirit and tackled resolutely throughout.
Just before half time Jacob Bates was stretchered off and Marcus Chandler came onto the wing allowing Kenny Karena to move to back row where he has played many times before. Holder converted his second penalty right on half time to make it 3-6 at the interval.

There was more resolve about Newport in the second period and two more successful kicks from Holder stretched the lead to 3-12.

Nine minutes into the second half Chris Taylor charged down a clearance kick and re-gathered to cross for the game’s only try, Holder tacking on the conversion to make it 3-19. This left Newport a full thirty minutes to try and add the three more tries required to secure a bonus point but it never looked like happening as chances went begging in the deteriorating conditions and Manchester defended tigerishly. Holder tacked on another penalty to make it 3-22 but Newport could make no further inroads in the last fifteen minutes and the whistle sounded in the gathering gloom to signal the end of a less than inspiring contest.
Newport will take heart from their first back-to-back victories of the season and will be looking to make it three on the bounce when Mansfield visit Forton Road after the Christmas break on 7th January.

It was good to see Aaron Doignie back in action after a prolonged lay off due to injury and the three week break should see a number of other key players returning to the fray after injury.
