Newport 

10pts

v 

Malvern
9pts
There was added spice to this fixture when both teams agreed earlier in the week that this match would stand as a “Double Header” with the normal National 3 Midlands League points up for grabs together with a place in the North Mids Cup Final for the winners. It wasn’t a classic by any stretch of the imagination but it was tense and exciting from start to finish with both teams giving their all to take the spoils.

Make no mistake Newport were second best for long periods of the match but defended heroically to a man and took their chance when it eventually came along.
Newport started well with Clymer and Fredericks making telling breaks before the position was lost thanks to a “crossing” infringement. Malvern looked dangerous when keeping the ball tight and were particularly adept when executing the rolling maul. Newport inched in front after fourteen minutes when Perry slotted an excellent penalty from forty metres out and was narrowly wide with a similar attempt just three minutes later.
Both teams suffered a serious blow when influential back rowers, Rawle for Malvern and Fredericks for Newport left the fray through injury. Twenty six minutes in and Malvern were level thanks to a penalty from visiting fly half Dixon. Both kickers missed a penalty opportunity before the break so deadlock remained leaving it 3-3 at half time.

Malvern were quickly on to the offensive at the start of the second period and Newport’s defence had to be spot on to keep out the visitors. Dixon added a second penalty when Newport were caught offside in front of their posts and nine minutes into the half the score became 3-9 when a sweeping Malvern move was halted illegally and Dixon converted the resultant penalty.

Malvern continued to dominate and were growing in confidence as they put the Newport scrum under increasing pressure. Three consecutive scrums saw Newport shunted back alarmingly but a quick substitution amongst the front row saw fresh legs in the form of Kaleta and Tank reverse the trend and shunt Malvern off their own ball.
It was probably the turning point as Newport’s pack spurred on by the promptings of scrum half Jimmy Gore, who had an outstanding match, began to get the upper hand. Midway through the second half Malvern suffered a yellow card that gave Newport the chance they had been striving to create and when Perry put a penalty into the corner the catch and drive was set up resulting in prop Wells being driven over by his fellow forwards to claim the game’s only try. Perry held his nerve to slot the conversion giving Newport the lead at 10-9.

Kelly and Woodhouse had excellent games in Newport’s second row and they were largely instrumental in tying up possession for what time remained before Gore ended an absorbing contest by putting the ball out of play to claim four points for the win and a place in the Cup Final for the second year in succession.

Some doubted the wisdom of agreeing to double up but that was the gamble that both teams took- for the winners a great decision, for the losers-not so clever!
