Malvern 
11pts

v 
Newport
15pts
When the going gets tough, the tough get going and so it proved in the Malvern Hills last Saturday when after two below par performances Newport turned in an excellent team effort to deservedly come away with an important victory. Injuries still served to make selection difficult as Carpenter and Sikanen failed to come through late fitness tests but on the plus side Nick Townsend and Vernon Fredericks made welcome returns to the starting line up.

Having chosen to play into the stiff breeze Newport made a bright start spending the bulk of the early exchanges within sight of the Malvern line but without really causing too much distress in the home defence apart from a neat lineout move between Kaleta and Woodhouse that saw the latter bundled into touch 5 metres out.

Despite their impressive draw at South Leicester last week the hosts offered little in attack and were seldom able to break out of their own half despite the advantage of the elements. It was no real surprise when after Newport had again worked their way into the danger zone Fredericks broke several tackles and reached over in the right hand corner after seventeen minutes to give them a lead their efforts deserved.
Newport continued to dominate and after Woodhouse was held up inches short a penalty opportunity was converted by Perry after the Malvern open side entered the ruck illegally. This gave the visitors an eight point advantage but Malvern reduced the arrears almost immediately with a penalty to make it 3-8. Malvern had another shot at goal right on half time but the kick was pulled wide of the left hand post.

The second half was only four minutes old when Jimmy Gore, who improves with every game in his new found role of scrum half, took a quick tap penalty and after good interplay with Allen put Townsend over but in his attempts to get nearer to the posts for an easier conversion attempt had the ball knocked from his grasp.

It was another Gore quick tap that set up another flowing attacking move and when the supporting Weston fed full back Holder a score looked certain but he was held a few metres out but the rampant Newport forwards secured possession and as the ball was fed out right Fredericks found himself in acres of space and strolled over for his second try to which Perry added the conversion giving Newport a twelve point advantage.
Recent encounters with Malvern have seen Newport surrender bigger leads than this so nobody was counting chickens. Malvern soon reduced the arrears with a further penalty before a chip and chase was just won by the Malvern winger who touched down in the corner to make for a tense finale with the score at 11-15. Some desperate defending prevented any further Newport scores and sensible play saw the last eleven minutes or so played out in Malvern territory as Newport retained possession and ran down the clock to record a well deserved victory the margin of which could have been greater with more clinical finishing.

A superb team effort in which Gore, Townsend, Hockin and Kaleta excelled but Fredericks was the catalyst for everything that was good about Newport as he repeatedly broke the gain line and was able to offload to supporting players.
