Hereford 
8pts

v 
Newport
6pts
Departures, injuries and unavailability meant that Newport were only able to field six players from the side that lifted the North Mids Cup so triumphantly back in May. Nevertheless they created enough chances to have won this game at a canter but spurned every single try scoring opportunity that came their way.

Hereford produced their very own great escape last season when a series of wins from games in hand following the flooding of their ground spared them from relegation. They produced the same fighting spirit last Saturday and deserve some credit for the way in which they heroically saved their try line from being breached with fine, often desperate, defending.
A horrendous coach journey left Newport with little time to prepare and it was Hereford who dominated the early exchanges but the defence held firm and within 5 minutes Newport took the lead with a Jamie Simpson penalty following some Hereford handling in the ruck, an offence that was to be repeated often by the home side during the rest of the afternoon.
Hereford soon took the lead, however, after a long period of possession and some strong driving play from their forwards opened up space in midfield and centre Rabuka danced through the gap to score by the posts. The easy conversion was missed leaving the score at 5-3.
Jamie Simpson pulled a penalty attempt wide before the referee, Graham Dickens, lost patience with Hereford’s persistent infringements and despatched their hooker to the sin bin. The penalty was put nicely into the corner but Newport messed up their own lineout and the ball was cleared the full length of the field, pinning Newport back on their own line. Towards the end of the half both Simpson and Rob Clymer made telling breaks and having created space out wide what would have been a scoring pass went to ground. Another penalty to the corner saw Newport turned over at the lineout and another good position was wasted resulting in a half time score of 5-3 to the home side.

Playing with both the wind and the slope in their favour it seemed only a matter of time before Newport would make the decisive score but error after error prevented them from making their advantage count. Handling in the ruck again and another Hereford player asked to take a seat on the sidelines for 10 minutes. Jamie Simpson converted the penalty having struck the post with an earlier effort to give Newport a one point advantage.
Newport should have made the game safe at this point but lost three scrums on their own head and countless lineouts surrendering the initiative to Hereford in the process. With 20 minutes remaining all three substitutes were thrown on in an attempt to tighten things up but no improvement was seen and Hereford kicked the all important penalty with around 15 minutes remaining. Newport had run out of steam and ideas by this stage and spent the latter stages preventing further Hereford scores.
Final score 8-6, a losing bonus point, and the coaching team with countless things to work on before Newport entertain Manchester at Forton Road this coming Saturday.
