Broadstreet

38pts

v 
Newport
21pts
It proved to be a black day on the outskirts of Coventry for more than one reason last Saturday. First a bitterly cold day added to a strong swirling wind made playing conditions difficult. Secondly, in a desperately important match Newport failed to match the skill levels and intensity of their rivals and went down to a significant defeat. Thirdly, and perhaps most tragically, they lost young second rower Jake Goulson with a broken leg just minutes into the second half. He was having an outstanding season and will be sorely missed.
Newport started brightly enough and went ahead through an excellent Holder penalty from wide out to the right but from the re-start Broadstreet were awarded a penalty and a quick tap caught Newport napping and a converted try by the posts made it 7-3. After just five minutes a kick swirled around harmlessly on the home 22 but Newport were slow to react as Broadstreet secured possession and released quick ball that was moved quickly right to produce a try in the corner from a move that completed a full 75 metres.
The response from Newport was immediate as Ali Little broke through in midfield and fed Michael Woodhouse who plunged over to reduce the arrears. Stalemate then ensued but on twenty four minutes a huge gap in Newport’s midfield was exploited for a third try which was converted to put Broadstreet in control at 17-8. Another well struck penalty from Holder brought it back to 17-11 and then on thirty five minutes after Gore cleaned up a kick deep in his own half, Fredericks appeared on hand and a mazy run down the left hand touchline saw him flick out a scoring pass to Holder just as he was engulfed by the cover defence. Holder converted his own try to give Newport an unlikely one point advantage at the interval.

From a lineout just three minutes into the second half Goulson collapsed in a heap and the Medics confirmed everyone’s worst fears as he was led away on a stretcher.

It is never clear to judge whether players are affected by such incidents but suffice to say Broadstreet were back in front almost immediately with their fourth bonus point try, the conversion making it 24-18. Holder hit the post with a penalty before converting a second opportunity to bring Newport to within three points at 24-21 but that was to be their last score as Broadstreet took a stranglehold on the game and added two later converted tries to record a convincing 38-21 victory.
This was a sadly lacklustre performance from Newport who seem to struggle defensively whenever influential skipper Neil Weston is missing, this time with a troublesome calf strain. Openside flanker Joe Carpenter was also absent through injury and his livewire antics in the loose also cut down Newport’s attacking options.

The troops must now regroup and prepare for a tough game against Hinckley at Forton Road next weekend as they attempt to climb away from the danger zone.
