Bournville 
26pts

v 
Newport
28pts
Newport travelled to an unbeaten Bournville last Saturday for what proved to be a very exciting but nail-biting North Mids Cup Quarter Final. The game was given added spice by the fact that Bournville were controversially expelled from the competition last season, ironically for failing to fulfil a quarter final home tie against Newport who went on to win the competition!
After a good Newport start the game was held up for around 35 minutes as an ambulance was awaited for treatment to a seriously injured Bournville front row forward who departed to hospital on a stretcher and in a neck brace. We hope the injury was not as bad as first suspected and wish him a speedy recovery. Upon the resumption Newport were soon into their stride and after Clymer had a try disallowed for a forward pass he was again on hand to latch onto a break from Goulson and sprinted 40 metres to score the game’s opening try.

Holder’s conversion attempt hit the upright but on nineteen minutes Foskett and Taylor combined to put Fredericks over by the posts, Holder’s conversion giving them a seemingly comfortable lead. Two minutes later Bournville converted a penalty opportunity and then forced a converted try almost immediately afterwards as poor tackling in midfield opened the door to let the hosts in to bring them back into contention just two points in arrears.
A Taylor try was disallowed for a knock on before Fredericks broke blind and fed Foskett who plunged in for the score. Newport conceded a penalty just before the break to make it 13-17 at the interval. 

Newport were careless in the opening minutes of the second half and gave away a series of penalties for basic errors, two of which were converted to give Bournville the lead for the first time at 19-17. This seemed to inject much needed urgency into Newport’s play and Goulson was prominent in stealing a number of Bournville lineouts.
Newport failed to penetrate by making far too many basic errors and the faults of the previous week were beginning to creep in again as they continually lost the ball in contact or were guilty of poor execution. After a long period of Newport pressure their lead was restored when Holder converted a long range penalty which was soon followed by a lovely kick to the corner from Perry which resulted in a good chase that saw Karena pick up and score on his debut.

Holder converted another penalty to make it 19-28 but after Kelly was despatched to the sin-bin Bournville made the numbers count and eventually forced their way over the line for a converted try. This gave Bournville two minutes to try and snatch victory but after a period of pressure their attempts fizzled out when an attempted drop goal from long range fell wide and short. Holder hoofed the ball out of play to secure the victory at 26-28.
Newport visit the improving Broadstreet next Saturday for a crucial fixture where a bonus point victory would take them 11 points clear of the bottom three whereas a defeat would leave them perilously close to the drop zone.
