Newport Salop RUFC Colts

Match report

Wolverhampton v Newport

Sunday 30 October 2011
After the poor performance and defeat against Birmingham & Solihull of the previous week, Newport Colts travelled the relatively short distance to Wolverhampton for a tough fixture against one of the league's leading sides.  The lads had shown some spirit in attending the mid-week training session in strong numbers and this match would tell us a little bit more about their character and spirit.

Their spirit showed from early on as Newport controlled the opening minutes of the match, working the ball towards the Wolverhampton line.  A penalty was awarded to Newport for an infringement by the Wolverhampton defence, from which Kieron Porter scored to give Newport the early lead.
Newport had the better of early line-outs, all of which were into the sun, and the forwards also held their own in the scrum and ruck, though perhaps over-committing in the latter.  Wolverhampton's forwards were by far the strongest opposition met yet this season, however, and they did dominate several powerful and effective mauls.

Wolverhampton broke, however, to score a try a little against the balance of play after some good fast handling.  This did show up a continuing frailty in Newport discipline and tackling.  The try was successfully converted.  The referee had made clear that he would not tolerate indiscipline and Kieron Porter was yellow-carded on 16 minutes for falling to roll away.  Whilst a man down, Newport dug in and matched Wolverhampton for a period of time.  However, a Wolverhampton penalty approximately 15 yards from the Newport try line was played intelligently and quickly with the ball moved neatly to the right for a Wolverhampton try near to the posts.  This was disappointing as Newport had again been slow to react to the situation and had failed to set their defences quickly enough.  Once more, perhaps, the tackling could have been more robust.
Having said that, Will Harper was yellow-carded on 25 minutes for what was deemed to be a dangerous tackle.  Despite being a man down for much of the first half, Newport stayed in the match and competed.  Unlike the previous match, their heads did not go down at the loss of  a couple of tries.  Some very strong, well supported running from Ben Sargeant and Kieron Porter almost led to a break-away try down the left, before they worked the ball successfully down the right for Ben to score a try.  Unfortunately, Kieron could not secure the conversion.  These moves were perhaps some of the best seen from the lads.
Half-time – Wolverhampton 14  Newport 8

Further poor discipline in the early minutes of the second half led to a Wolverhampton penalty.  However, Newport then enjoyed a spell of good all-round rugby and were awarded a penalty themselves, scored by Kieron Porter, in the 24th minute of the half.

Newport were playing a full part in a very competitive and enjoyable game.  However, they succumbed to two late tries.  The first was an example of ineffective tackling as Wolverhampton moved the ball wide right to score.  The conversion was made successfully.  Both teams then lost players yellow-carded - Andy May for Newport - as the referee continued to punish repeated infringements.
Wolverhampton's last try, being the last play of the match, was disappointing from Newport's point of view and probably flattered Wolverhampton a little.  The forwards had not been so effective in the line-outs in the second half and had lost set pieces in advanced positions as a result of poor lifting.  It was from one of these that Wolverhampton were quickly able to move the ball upfield.  Newport's players were sucked into the middle of the pitch in defence, allowing Wolverhampton an easy score with a three man overlap.  The try was again converted.
Full-time – Wolverhampton 31  Newport 11

The final result does not do justice to the lads huge improvement in performance.  They gave a very good side a run for their money and played some very good rugby themselves.  There remains much room for improvement but this was a major step forward and the management and parents who supported the team were very pleased with the team's efforts.

Newport played extremely well and turned many of the previous week's negatives into positives.  They showed commitment and courage and if they take this attitude into the next home fixture against Dudley Kingswinford, then they have a great chance of victory.

Squad list:

15
Ben Sargeant


6
Jack Thompson
14
Will Harper


7
Oliver Bryan
13 
Andy Day


8
Zach Felton
12
Kieron Porter
11
Billy Panter


Replacements:

10
Andy May


16
Callum Jones
9
Guy Crawshaw

17 
Peter Daley
1
Carl Pickering


18
George Young
2
Robert Mayer


19
Peter Wright
3
Richard Biggin

20
Ben Griffiths
4
Chris Baker


21
Joe Mason
5
Ben Hopwood


22
Ed Kendall
