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Droitwich Colts v Newport Colts
8 January 2012
Newport Colts extend winning run
On Sunday 8 January Newport Rugby Colts travelled to Droitwich for their fixture in the North Midlands Sunday League.  This was an important match for Newport with points available which would be vital in securing a good position in the league as the second phase of the season begins.
Supported by the management and a number parents 23 players made the journey, providing their coach with a selection headache.  This was a tremendous show of commitment by all involved.
The match saw Newport play confidently in the opening minutes, controlling the game and taking an early lead from a penalty scored by Jack Leah.  This was followed up with a try scored by [Ben Sargeant] after some neat passing across the backs.  Droitwich started then to get a foothold in the game, reducing the deficit with a penalty of their own.  Newport’s forwards dominated the match in the scrum and line-out and were well supported by the backs who have grown in confidence over the last few months and who passed and ran well, breaking the Droitwich line to extend the lead further with a penalty and converted try scored by [????????].
Newport defended well and energetically generally throughout the match, working hard as a team to keep their shape.  However, Droitwich forced their way back into the match with a penalty try awarded after Newport failed to clear a loose ball.  The advantage was soon regained as Newport scored another try within minutes of the restart, with the forwards driving a maul over the line for Ben Hopwood to score.
Droitwich managed a further try in a very spirited match before Newport sealed the victory with a move started on the half-way line by Guy Crawshaw, who ran the ball almost to the try line before drawing two defenders and passing the ball to Jack Thompson to score.  This try was again converted by Jack Leah, who put in another superb performance with his kicking.
The final result was a 33-15 win for Newport who in scoring 4 tries also secured a bonus point.  This was their third victory in a row, following home wins over local rivals Telford and also Old Coventrians.  The Colts are developing strongly in their ability, fitness and spirit and these results should give them a great deal of confidence to carry into 2012.  Thanks are due to all the parents who made the journey to Droitwich and to the coach, John Das-Gupta, and the management team, John Biggin and Andy Thompson.
