Newport Salop RUFC Colts

Match report

Camp Hill v Newport

Sunday 9 October 2011
This away fixture at Camp Hill provided Newport Colts with the opportunity to make amends after the disappointing home performance and result against Wellsbourne in the previous week.  It was very encouraging that a full squad of 22 players made their way through or around Birmingham to represent Newport.
From kick-off, Newport took command and within the first few minutes had calmly and deliberately worked the ball through a number of phases to within 15 yards of the Camp Hill line, a position from which Richard Biggin made a strong drive to score Newport’s first try.  This play will have been appreciated by the coaches who have been stressing the need for patience in possession.  The try was converted by Jack Leah, who continued his fine run of form with the boot.

Both sides had a little difficulty with the scrum in the early stages of the match, as they struggled with the referee’s relatively delayed calling.  However, Newport’s forwards were again competitive and generally held sway, in both the scrums and the rucks.  It was good to hear some noise from the lads and from George Young in particular, who was extremely influential throughout the game - carrying, tackling and urging on his team-mates.
More patient, build-up play brought a second try after about 20 minutes.  Controlled play had again brought possession within range of the Camp Hill line and some simple smart passing allowed Ed Kendall to take the ball well on the overlap and score wide left.  Again Jack Leah converted.

Towards the end of the first half, Camp Hill enjoyed possession deep in Newport territory and Ed Kendall was involved once more, this time in some good defensive work.  Newport had maintained their shape well throughout the first half, working extremely hard to defend and clear lines.
Half-time – Camp Hill 0  Newport 14

The second half started in much the same way as the first, with Newport securing controlled possession deep in Camp Hill territory and Richard Biggin driving over for his second try to the right of the posts.  Jack Leah converted.

Newport lost a bit of shape in the second half, which allowed Camp Hill to develop possession much more in our half.  The lack of shape left defensive gaps through which the agile Camp Hill scrum-half twisted to score.  With the conversion, this gave the home side a much needed lift.

However, Newport quickly re-established their lead as the forwards pushed and drove, allowing Jack Thompson to score wide left.  Jack Leah was unable to convert this time.
Camp Hill continued to press.  A failure in a scrum resulted in Camp Hill being awarded a free kick within about 5 yards of the Newport line.  Newport were too slow to react, allowing Camp Hill to crash over to score their second try, which was again converted.

Newport had not yet finished scoring, though, and picked up a valuable bonus point when Guy Crawshaw took the ball from an advance Newport scrum, offering a dummy pass before jinking through the defensive line to score Newport’s fifth try.  Jack Leah could not convert from wide left, but his own reaction showed how high his standards are.
A very pleasing aspect of this performance from the whole Newport squad was their immensely positive and resilient attitude.  They fought for everything and were particularly determined that Camp Hill would not be allowed to score again in the last few minutes with some fierce defending right in front of the try line.  The play was at times frantic, but always committed.  Every player contributed to a satisfying away win.  At the end of the match JDG also thanked the lads who had not had a run out.
Full-time – Camp Hill 14  Newport 31

The team should take confidence from this match into the next fixtures, as they face two of the league’s top sides in Birmingham/Solihull and Wolverhampton over the next few weeks.

Thanks are due to John Das Gupta and Colin Sweeney for their work in coaching the Colts, as well as to John Biggin and Andy Thompson for the management and to parents for their support.
Squad list:

15
Jack Leah


6
Ben Griffiths

14
Will Harper


7
Jack Thompson

13 
Tom Parsons


8
George Young

12
Andy Day

11
Ed Kendall


Replacements:

10
Andy May


16
Sam Booth

9
Guy Crawshaw

17 
Zach Felton

1
Callum Jones


18
Ian Umney

2
Owen Leadbeater

19
Carl Pickering

3
Richard Biggin

20
Peter Wright

4
Chris Baker


21
Oliver Bryan

5
Ben Hopwood


22
Peter Daley
